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This week has passed by quickly and I am extremely proud of the educational quality of the live teaching 

sessions being offered across the school and the engagement of our pupils. Thank you to all parents for 

supporting your children to access daily teaching. As a school we are closely monitoring the attendance of 

pupils to sessions and if we notice that children stop attending we will phone or email parents to discuss this 

matter further. All lessons are recorded and can be viewed at a later time in the day. We will mirror this with 

the children who are completing home learning packs so we can ensure that every child’s learning journey 

is continuing whilst the school is closed to the majority of pupils. 

TEAMS 
Teachers will be reminding pupils that during live teaching sessions they need to follow the same behaviour 
expectations as they would in class. The children are becoming very confident using the mute and hands up 
function. 
At the end of last week, you were emailed two information documents: 

 Online teaching through TEAMS – Troubleshooting access 

 Troubleshooting within a lesson 
Both information sheets are on the school website under COVID 19/TEAMS 
 
Moving Forward 
As a school we are always keen to improve our practice and over this half term we will be developing 
further our use of TEAMS. This will include: 

 Using a Forms Poll within a session 

 Use of break out rooms for small discussions and addressing misconceptions 

 Teaching assistants leading small group interventions with a specific focus 

 Pupils loading up their learning to TEAMS for staff to feedback on 

 Teaching of wider curriculum subjects 
 
Independent learning grids 
The independent learning grid for each year group is uploaded onto the school website Curriculum/Year 
groups every Friday afternoon, ready for the following week. 
Please look carefully at the date at the top of your child’s class learning grid as some are set for a week and 
some are set to cover a longer period of time. 
 
As parents please do not put yourself under pressure to support your child/children to do all the online live 
teaching sessions and all the independent learning grid. Every family is juggling different commitments and 
in these challenging times we understand that parents are doing their very best. 
 
Staff emails 
If you have any questions relating to the live teaching or any other concerns, please email your class 
teacher. Teachers will respond to emails between 8.00am and 4.30pm (Monday-Friday) 
If you need to send an urgent message or discuss a concern over the weekend please email 
Head@pyrcroftgrange.surrey.sch.uk  
Thank you for your understanding 
 
Statutory assessments 2020-21 
The Standards and Testing Agency have announced that all national assessments for summer 2021 have 
been postponed. 
The following assessments, scheduled between April and July 2021, have been cancelled: 

 KS1 teacher assessments (Year 2) 

 KS2 tests and teacher assessments (Year 6) 

 Phonics screening check (Year 1) 
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 Multiplication check (Year 4) 

 All statutory trialling 
 
Within school all children will still complete standardised test papers (NFER) at the end of the summer term. 
These results will help teachers to write pupils’ end of year reports. 
 
Expansion 
The consultation to expand Pyrcroft Grange Primary School from one form to two form (September 2022) 
closed on Tuesday 12th January. Thank you if you responded to the consultation online. I will keep you up to 
date with further developments, as they happen. 
 
Free school meals 
We have decided to opt into our catering company’s food parcel scheme for pupils eligible for free school 
meals. Each food parcel offers pupils a broad and balanced diet. If you have signed up to this scheme please 
ensure you collect your food parcels on the allocated day, as it would be a great shame if the food is not 
used and has to be thrown away. 
 
Ways to manage your wellbeing as a parent during lockdown 

 Be realistic and be kind to yourself 
Things will rarely go according to plan, particularly now that all our routines are different. Don’t be 
self-critical. Setting and achieving goals are building blocks to good mental wellbeing. They boost how 
we feel about ourselves. So feel proud of what you achieve, however small. 

 Notice what’s on your mind 
It's sometimes easy not to notice how we’re feeling, particularly in the hurly burly of family life. You 
might feel stressed, without having noticed how this started. It's good to do regular ‘mind checks’ 
about how you’re feeling, but also ask how others in your family are feeling. Have gentle 
conversations about emotions. 

 Connect with other parents 
This is probably the hardest time any of us have lived through as parents or carers. To support our 
own wellbeing, regularly talking to friends, family members or professionals has never been more 
important. Talking with people who are supportive and good at listening (without judging, criticising 
or competing) is a very human need. While we may miss the face-to-face contact we would usually 
have with trusted friends, we can still find ways to reach out to them and to support one another. 

 Create routine and agree your own rules 
Our wellbeing is often nurtured by having a daily routine, a structure to our lives. If the day feels 
endless and without a plan, anxiety can easily be triggered. Try having achievable timetables with 
attainable goals. All families have their own rules. Developing some rules for how you can all manage 
at home at this time will certainly help. Working them out together, and including all your children 
in this, will make the rules feel jointly owned and fair. 
 
Take care and keep safe 
 
Mrs Nardoni 

             Head teacher 
 
 
 


