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Even though it is cold, it has been nice to see the sun shining. Please make sure your child has a warm coat 

in school and gloves and hats are named. Unless it is raining really heavy, the children play outside every day. 

Inclusiveness 

Last Friday Richard Rieser (managing director of World of Inclusion Ltd) visited Pyrcroft Grange. He did a 

learning walk and was very impressed with how all children experience a sense of belonging and adaptations 

are made for pupils to access the curriculum and a wide range of enriching opportunities. 

Strike Action 
You may be aware from media coverage that the National Education Union (NEU) have declared strike action, 
which will take place on dates throughout February and March. The strike is happening because of a national 
dispute between the unions and the government over teachers’ pay and not because of any issues at our 
school. Pyrcroft Grange Primary School will be operating as usual on the strike days. 
 

Interventions and Boosters 
Assessment for learning is at the core of high-quality teaching and pupil progress. If teachers identify pupils 
need additional support to secure their understanding of key concepts, they will plan interventions/boosters 
to take place in school time or before school. If your child is invited to attend before school, please make sure 
they arrive on time, so they benefit from the additional learning time. A big thank you to the staff who run 
boosters before school as this is additional to their normal working hours. 
 
School Attendance 
Pupil Attendance since the start of the academic year 2022-23 

Pyrcroft Grange Attendance National Average 

92.5% 93.4% 

 
Attendance week 16th-20th January 95.4% 
 
If your child arrives at school after the registers close at 9.20am their attendance for the whole morning 
session is marked as U (unauthorised absence). If your child arrives after 9.20am because of a medical 
appointment (supported by evidence) their attendance is recorded as M (medical) 
 
Persistent Absence 
Pupils with attendance below 90% are classed as persistent absentees by the government. Although 90% 
sounds like a high percentage, it means the pupil is missing the equivalent of a day each fortnight. This leads 
to significant gaps in pupils understanding of key concepts and has an impact on social and academic 
progress. 
 
Class assemblies 2023. They are 10.30-10.45am. 

• 10.02.23 Year 1 

• 16.03.23 Year 5 

• 19.05.23 Reception 

• 05.06.23 Year 3 
 
PTFA 

• Thursday 9th February Spring Disco Reception/Key Stage 1 4.30-5.45pm, Key Stage 2 6.00-7.15pm. 
Tickets £3 each (including drink and small snack. (Please bring own water bottle) 

• Saturday 4th February Bingo Night 6.00-8.00pm. A separate flyer has been emailed home. All money 
raised will go towards Momentum Children’s charity who provide tailored support to families both in 
hospital and at home, following their child’s diagnosis of cancer or a life-challenging condition. Thank 
you for your support. 



 
Diabetes/Healthy Lifestyle Week beginning Monday 30th January  
Monday 30th January Wear mufti (something blue) for £1. Donations will go to Diabetes UK 
Children across the school will take part in a range of creative activities that will promote how to live a healthy 
lifestyle. 
Parents are invited to a showcase of learning (Pyrcroft Grange, Sayes Court, Jubilee High, Chertsey High and 
Philip Southcote). The showcase is on Friday 3rd February 10-2.30pm at Philip Southcote. 
 
Change of time  
A parent workshop on how to support your child’s wellbeing. This will cover healthy eating, sleeping and 
many other topics relevant to your child’s wellbeing. This will be run by an outside professional at Sayes 
Court Primary School, Addlestone. To book your place please email Mrs Redman – 
redmanl@sayescourt.surrey.sch.uk 

The date and times of the workshop are as follows: 
31st January at 9am – 10am OR at 2pm – 3pm 
 

Chinese New Year  
The Chinese New Year signals the end of the winter period and is a sign of new growth to come. Unlike the 
Western New Year, which is based on the Gregorian calendar, the Chinese New Year is determined by the 
Chinese lunar calendar, which means that the official date changes each year. For 2023, the Chinese New 
Year will start on Sunday 22 January and will celebrate the Year of the Rabbit. 
The Rabbit is the symbol of longevity, peace, and prosperity in Chinese culture, thus 2023 is predicted to be 
a year of hope. 
Last week, the children enjoyed a special menu to celebrate Chinese New Year. They had a choice between 
sweet & sour chicken or vegetable chow mein, served with crispy spring rolls, and followed by banana 
pancakes with syrup sauce. 
This week we will be celebrating Chinese New Year in our whole school assembly on Wednesday. 
 

 
 

Take care 
Sue Nardoni 
(Headteacher) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


