
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Whilst children are learning from home this half term, it is really important to continue reading 

regularly to develop your child’s reading skills. We are so fortunate to have the online reading 

scheme Bug Club, enabling your children to access some reading books at home. However, there are 

a limited number of books at each reading level, linked to your child’s phonic knowledge.  In normal 

circumstances we would use other reading schemes and over exposure within school to supplement 

and embed new phonic knowledge.  As this is not possible through remote teaching, we expect 

children will need new learning to become embedded over a longer period of time before accessing 

the next level of reading books confidently.  We are therefore limited to the number of books within 

a level that we are able to allocate each week to ensure the children have at least some phonics 

books to access over this period of school closure.   

If your child is a fluent reader they will continue to be allocated books appropriate to their reading 

level. 

Developing a love of reading is at the heart of a successful reader. Exposing children to texts with 

high quality vocabulary will support children to become creative writers. Please spend time sharing 

books (fiction and non-fiction) with your child. 

Here are some tips and questions to support to develop the children’s understanding when 

sharing a book with your child from home.   

Phonics  Can you spot any tricky words in this sentence? 
Could you help me sound out and read the next word? 

Vocabulary What do you think this word means?  
Can you describe the setting/character/ feelings of the character?  
Can you think of another word to the author could have used?  

Inference  Why was __ feeling ___? 
Why do think this happened?  
Why did ___ say ___?  

Predict  What do you think the story is about?  
What do you think will happen next? Why do you think this?  
 

Explain  Who is your favourite character? Why?  
Would you like to live in this setting? Why/Why not?  
Is there anything you would change about the story?  
 

Retrieve  Who?  
Where? 



What?  
When?  
Your aim is to find out what they remember.  

 

Please also remember to practise reading by sight and writing your high frequency words.  This will 

help to support the fluency of your child’s reading.   

Reception pupils have their high frequency words book mark. 

I have attached to this email the first 100 and next 200 high frequency words for pupils in Year 1 and 

Year 2.  There is also a games and activity sheet to support the learning of high frequency words. 

These learning documents are also on the school website under the COVID tab/Reading. 

Playing phonic games will help to develop these vital reading skills: 
To practise decoding (sounding out words)  
 

 Access phonics games on Bug Club. 

 Login to www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 Write words, simple sentence and messages.  

Thank you for your continued support during this challenging period. 

Mrs Roberts  

Key Stage 1 Lead  

 

 

 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

