
 
 

 
 

Animals of the Rainforest – including description, location, and key facts! 
Morpho Butterfly The blue morpho is among the largest 

butterflies in the world. It has bright blue 
wings which are edged with black.  
 

Mexico, 
Central/South 

America 

Wingspan 
3-8 inches 

Toco Toucan  Toco Toucans have striking plumage with a 
black body, white throat and a blue or orange 
eye ring. Their most noticeable feature is its 
huge yellow beak with a black or blue tip, 
which looks heavy but is incredibly light 
because the inside is hollow. 

South America 

On average 
they are 25 
inches long. 
Their beaks 
measure at 

8 inches. 

Scarlet Macaw The Scarlet Macaw is a large, very colourful 
parrot that lives in the tropical humid 
environments of the Amazon Rainforest. 
Scarlet Macaws are an endangered species 
due to their capture as pets and loss of 
habitat. 

Central/South 
America 

81 to 96cm 
in length 

 

Jaguar  The Jaguar is a compact and well-muscled 
animal. Rainforest jaguars are generally 
darker and considerably smaller than those 
found in open areas. The jaguar is the largest 
and most powerful feline in the Western 
Hemisphere! 

Mexico, 
Central/South 

America 

 
1.62 – 1.83 

metres 
(length) 

 
 

Sloth Sloths have a thick brown and slightly 
greenish fur coat and are about the size of a 
cat. Sloths have a short, flat head, big eyes, a 
short snout, a short or non-existent tail, long 
legs, tiny ears and sturdy, curved claws are on 
each foot. They use these claws to hang from 
trees. 
 

Central/South 
America 

61cm in 
length 

Capuchin Monkey Their body, arms, legs and tail are all darkly 
coloured, while the face, throat and chest are 
white coloured and their head has a black cap. 
They are considered the most intelligent New 
World monkeys 
  

Central/Middle-
South America 

30 to 56cm 
Their tails 
can reach 
up to the 

same 
length! 

Sumatran Orangutan Sumatran orangutans have a long red/ginger 
coat and long facial hair.  
Orangutans are the largest tree-living 
mammals. 
 

Indonesia  

Males: 
100-250lb 

4-5ft  
Females: 
60-110lb 
3-3.5ft 

Diagram – Layers of the Rainforest  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Layers of the Rainforest 

Emergent Layer 
The emergent layer has high treetops that 
rise above everything else. Above the 
canopy, this layer gets the most sunlight 
and the most rain, and its much windier. 
The tallest trees can reach heights of up to 
70m (230ft). These treetops are home to 
eagles, vultures, bats, monkeys and 
butterflies.  

Canopy 
The canopy is made up of thick branches 
and leaves of taller trees. The layer is 
sunny and wet, with a refreshing breeze, 
but more sheltered than the emergent 
layer above. More wildlife lives in this layer 
than any other. This includes toucans, 
snakes and iguanas.  

The Under Canopy/Understorey 
The under canopy is the warm, damp, and 
sheltered layer below the canopy. Leafy 
bushes, shade-loving plants, and short 
trees provide cover for sloths, jaguars, and 
small animals like frogs.  

Forest Floor 
The forest floor is the darkest and dampest 
layer. Dead leaves fallen from the above 
layers cover the ground, which fungi feed 
on. Many millions of insects live among the 
dead leaves, providing food for insect-
eating animals.  



  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Camouflage  the hiding or disguising of something 

by covering it up or changing the 
way it looks.  

Conservation The protection of things found in 
nature. 

Deforestation  The clearing, or cutting down, of 
forests. 

Ecosystem  An ecosystem is made up of all of 
the living and non-living things in an 
area. 

Endangered  Referring to any type of plant or 
animal that is in danger of 
disappearing forever. 

Epiphyte  A plant that grows upon or attached 
to another living plant. 

Equator  An imaginary circle around Earth. It 
divides Earth into two equal parts: 
The Northern Hemisphere and the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

Extinct  No longer existing. 

Habitat The natural environment of an 
animal or plant. 

Preservation  Protection from loss or damage; the 
act of preserving 

Sustainable To keep (something) going or 
existing. 

Temperature  The degree of heat or cold of an 
object or an environment. 

Topic of Capricorn  An imaginary latitude line below the 
equator that runs across the globe. 

Tropic of Cancer An imaginary latitude line above the 
equator that runs across the globe. 


